
Item #1
Bill 1 (2013)

COMMITITEE ON INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
AND HUMAN RESOURCES

HonorableKymberly MarcosPine,Chair
HonorableIkaika Anderson,Vice-Chair

Re: KEEPING OF ANIMALS
Bill 1 (2013)

~
Thursday,February14, 2013

2:30 p.m. ~

COMMI’TTEE CHAIR, VICE CHAIR AND MEMBERS OF THE
COMMITrEE:

Pleasereconsiderand do not imposethe proposedchangesto City

Council Bill 1 (2013) Relatingto the Keepingof Roostersand Chickens,

Section7-2.5(d)on page2. Local folks haveenoughstressesin life

without Governmentencouragingthe introduction of neighborhood

nuisancecrowing and odors. Chickensand roostersare farm animals --

pleasekeepthem out of our urban communities.

The lot sizefor many residentialpropertiesis 5,000 or less square

feet -- not enoughspaceto raise sevenchickensand a rooster.

If this Bill passes,you will pit neighborswho areraising chickens

and roostersagainstneighborswho areagainstit. What is now a

harmoniousand tranquil urbanlifestyle will turn into hostile

environmentwith undue stressand perhapsrage. This will not be good.

If sustainabilityis theconcern,why havea roosterthat doesn’t lay

eggsbut will createmorechickens? Humannaturewill makechicken

ownerskeepthem aspetsrather than turn theminto the Human Society

to maintain the legalcount of no morethan sevenchickens.

Asagi Hatchery,Inc. will sell an egg-layingchick for $3.50. Does

this expensejustify nuisanceroosters? Please,no.

Chickensdon’t needa roosterto lay eggs. Local eggmerchantsdo

not sell fertilized eggs. Eggswith embryosareonly enjoyedby the few
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who havea palatefor balut, the Filipino delicacyof suckingout a formed

raw embryo from an egg. How manylocal residentsenjoy this delicacy?

This Bill maybe the meansfor creatinghundredsof neighborhood

egg farmersand thebeginningof the end of our local eggmerchantswho

arealready strugglingto surviveagainstnumerousmainland

competitors.

If a chicken lays one egga day multiplied by sevenchickens

multiplied by sevendaysa weekwill equal49 eggsperweek. How many

eggscana personeatper weekwithout eventuallyhavinghealth-related

problems? Expect theexcessto be sold under the table or given to

otherswho would haveboughteggsto supportour local famers. For the

sakeof sustainability threechickenslaying 21 eggsa week should be

more than enoughto sustaina healthy family.

I suspecttheauthorsof this Bill lack the experienceof havinga

neighbor’sroostercrowmany timesduring the day and night to include

the constantclucking of hensand the reality of the overwhelmingstench

which is multiplied substantiallyon humid dayswith Konawinds. A

simple task like hanginglaundry out to dry on the clotheslinebecamea

problembecauseof the stenchof our neighbor’schicken manurein the

air andleft us no choicebut to usethe laundrydryer. As my wife would

say,“who wantsto go to sleepon freshly launderedsheetsreekingof

chickensh*t?~~

In the past, my family and two other neighborswere tormentedby

an inconsideratechicken ownerneighborfor monthswith growing

negativity thatdegradedthe harmonyof theneighborhooduntil our

complaintsfinally encouragedthe HumaneSociety to threatenthe

chicken ownerwith fines. The threat of havingto pay fines finally

encouragedthe difficult neighborto removetheir chickens. Needlessto

say, thereis now animositytowardsthat neighbor.

Who will effectivelyaddressthe growingnumberof complaintsas a

result of this Bill? Today, unlike in the past, theHumaneSocietyno
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longer canprovide their excellentserviceto assistvictimized neighbors.

The result is having the alreadyoverstretchedpolice officers get involved

in an areathey are not trainedor equippedto addresswhen the City’s

contractoris unableto settlecomplaints.

How canyou expectan officer in humancriminology and

psychologyto understandthe plight of a neighborbeingvictimized by a

rooster, sevenchickensand their noxious odors? Canyou expectthe

officers to issue fineswhen theyhaveenoughhuman-relatedpaperwork

to do? I think not. Another problemwith having police officers address

chicken complaintsis continuity. It is anunfortunatereality to never

havethe samepolice officer enforcethe law resulting in everycomplaint

responseto be a first responsewith no satisfactoryconclusion,fines, etc.

Theresultwill becomeneighborshating neighbors. What’s the chanceof

a chicken lover being responsibleand considerateof othersto medically

or electronicallymute their nuisancerooster? Next to none.

I live a block away from the Pacific IslandersUnited Methodist

Churchlocatedat 2106 PabloAvenue. The chickensand roosters

ownedby the property occupantslet them run loose,at times they fly

and wanderinto the streetsand other people’sproperty,crowing during

the dayand night whenresidentsaretrying to sleepand theymultiply

like rabbits. Complaintsby neighborsaccomplishednothing meaningful

or lasting. Thereis no compliancefollow-up.

The PabloHousingComplex’sroosternoisescontinueto plague

neighborswho are told the City’s contractorsetup trapsthat are

destroyedby housingtenants. Thecontractorsaythereis nothing more

theycando to enforcethe law. Neighborsbewarethis Bill will introduce

more roostersto worsenour plight.

This Bill will also serveto encouragethe raising and breedingof

gameroostersfor the lucrative sport of cock fighting. An individual

associatedwith thegamebird associationtold me oncea person

participatesin this unlawful activity, theybecomeaddictedto it. To
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theseindividuals allowing sevenchickensmeanssevencocksplus one.

Opposingtheseindividuals often leadsto vandalismto shut-up an

opposingneighbor.

SUGGESTIONS-- Pleaseamendthis Bill to include the following:

(1) If you must ignore the objectionsof manyto benefit the few,

pleasereconsiderand increasethenumberof chickensto

three,not seven,and deleteallowing one rooster. You don’t

needthe roosterto have eggs.

(2) The ownerof a roostercreatingnuisancenoisecomplaints

must resolvethe complaints by removingthe roosteror

muting the rooster’scrowing by medical or electronicmeans.

(3) Imposea $250 fine for non-complianceto correct chronic

rooster/chickennuisancenoiseand noxious odor

complaints. The fine should be increasedby 100 percent

after 30 daysof non-complianceand continue to be

increaseduntil complianceis met.

This Bill, if passed,will only benefit chicken lovers. Who will

effectivelyhelp usvictims of the stressandanxiety this will create? Why

fix what’s not broken creatinga hostile neighborhoodenvironment?

Pleasedon’t ignore the majority of your constituentsto increase

thesustenanceof a few.

By theway, presentlythe law allows for two chickensper

household,isn’t it a blatantdisregardof the law that the Chungfamily of

Manoa,asshownon the KGMB newscastTuesdayat 6:00 p.m.,

flaunting at leastfive of their chickensin their coop? How effective is law

enforcementin this situation? The Chungsbreakthe law and lobby

Governmentto fit their conduct. How ironic is this?

We book forward to your support. Thank you.

Submitted by Wilma Imada
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